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The ceremony, which was attended by a large crowd, was
preceded by speeches from Mr. Stanley Baldwin, the Prime
Minister, and from Mr. Cunninghame Graham, and music
was played and sung, and then the Prime Minister pulled
the cord of the covering sheet. This small and inoffensive
panel produced a sensation wholly unexpected on my part.

Cunninghame Graham would relate, with some humour,
how he saw a shiver run down the spine of Mr. Stanley
Baldwin. Immediately afterwards a " hullabaloo", un-
equalled for venom and spite, broke out iu the Press.
The monument was " obscene " and should be removed
immediately. " Take this horror out of the Park ", shrieked
The Daily Mail. A letter to The Morning Post advocating
its removal was signed by the President of the Royal Academy,
Sir Frank Dicksee. A shabby gentleman turned up who
held out-of-door meetings in front of the Memorial and
attracted a large crowd by denouncing it. I was astonished
to hear him harangue his audience thus : " Would you ", he
said, pointing an accusing finger at the panel, " want your
sister depicted in this manner ? "

The Cockney crowd can get interested' in anything in the
way of entertainment. They are so good-hearted and good-
humoured, and when this gentleman announced that he
would speak from sunrise to sunset on his hymn of hate,
and the papers had given him the publicity he sought^ he
was given victuals and drink as well. Finally the police
removed him.

For a whole summer troops of Londoners and provincials
wore the grass down into hard, beaten earth in front of the
monument, seeking the obscenities that did not exist. A
campaign of vilification more uncalled for never existed.
There was nothing in the Memorial to shock anyone from
the point of view of morals or art, and on my part no row was
anticipated. I had my defenders and a memorandum was
sent to the Office of Works by Muirhead Bone and others,
and questions were answered in Parliament. A demand
was made in Parliament that " the terrible female with
paralysis of the hands called * Rima 9 be instantly removed